
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS

BOARD OF ASSESSORS

MEETING MINUTES

MARCH 31, 2022 AT 4:00 PM (IN-PERSON PUBLIC MEETING)

Call to order

4:17 pm

Members present

Jessica Lincourt, Gregory Betti, Patricia Wol

Others present

None.

Introduction of new Board of Assessors’ member Patricia Wol, new Assessor Jessica
Lincourt, and standing board member Greg Betti and discuss roles of Board of Assessors
members.

Jessica Lincourt introduced new Board of Assessors’ member Patricia Wol and welcomed her to
the Board. Lincourt then introduced herself, and then Greg Betti. Betti motioned to nominate
Jessica Lincourt Chairman of the Board of Assessors. Motion seconded by Patricia Wol. All in
favor. Motion carries. Betti then motioned to nominate Jessica Lincourt as secretary/clerk of the
Board of Assessors. Motion seconded by Wol. All in favor. Motion carries. Lincourt asked the
board how they want to operate going forward, as previous board only met during the abatement
season. Board members mutually agreed that the board should meet once a month outside of
abatement season. Wol mentioned that she would prefer meetings to be on Wednesdays at 4:00.
Lincourt made a motion to have meetings on Wednesdays at 4:00. Motion seconded by Wol. All
in favor. Motion carries. Lincourt said that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday, April
6th at 4:00 pm. Lincourt asked if the board wants to be involved in the voting of new exemption
applications as they come in. Previous boards tended to not vote on exemption applications, but
rather left the disposition up to the Assessing Clerk and Principal Assessor. Board members
agreed that they might want to be involved in that process, but no formal motion or vote was
made. Lincourt also mentioned that she spoke to mayor about whether or not board should be
involved in assessing department budget process. Mayor told Lincourt that determining the
budget is the job of the principal assessor and not something that involves the board.



Open forum

No members of the public present. No issues to topics brought up by board members.

Review six (6) abatement applications;

First application reviewed was for 74 Chenaille Terrace. Lincourt told board that she thinks the
application should be deemed denied, as application was postmarked and received after legal
abatement period of January 1st through February 1st Application was received on March 9,
2022, and envelope was postmarked March 7, 2022. Lincourt also said that the application for
abatement indicates an opinion of value of $206,400.00, when owners paid $320,000.00 for
property in 2019. Betti made motion to deny abatement application. Motion seconded by Wol.
All in favor. Motion carries. Second application was for 23 Harris Street. Lincourt said that
property is in major disrepair. House is gutted with the exception of some leftover trash. The
issue is that real estate taxes on the property are not current, as the owner has not paid third
quarter that was due February 1 st Betti motioned to deny since taxes are not current. Motion
seconded by Wol. All in favor. Motion carries. Betti said to encourage applicant to apply next
year. Lincourt asked if value for FY23 should be lowered based on condition of the property.
Betti and Wol said it should not, since owner indicated that they are going to be making
improvement to property. Third application reviewed was for 81 Holbrook Street. Owner is
same applicant as 23 Harris Street. Lincourt said property is in total disrepair. Totally gutted
except for a random bathtub that is in the middle of one room and not hooked up, and a set of
drapes hanging up in the living room. The issue is that the owner has not yet paid the third
quarter taxes for FY22. Betti made a motion to deny application because taxes are not current.
Motioned seconded by Wol. All in favor. Motion. Betti said that he feels bad, but applicant
should apply next year. Lincourt asked if value should be lowered for FY23 based on condition
of property. Betti and Wol said no, since owner is making improvements. Fourth application
reviewed was for 16 Taft Street. Lincourt said that owner did not file for abatement on the
property itself, but for board to abate $250.00 penalty assessed because owner forgot to file
income and expense form for FY22. Owner has filed income and expense forms regularly since
FY12, with the exception of FY20. FY20 was assessed the $250.00 which owner paid. Betti said
this is a tough one to decide on. Wol said that someone forgetting to file their form is not really
a valid reason to abate the penalty. Lincourt motioned to deny application. Betti seconded
motion. All in favor. Motion carries. Fifth application reviewed was for a piece of land on West
Main Street. Lincourt stated that the land is valued at $20,700.00 and is .119 acres, but is
categorized as unbuildable. Access is also an issue. Owner bought at city auction for $900.00.
Owner owns abutting property that is also a piece of unbuildable land, but that land 1.576 acres
and is only assessed at $1,900.00. Betti said he thinks the property should be valued between
$3,500.00 and $4,000.00 since it is not buildable and has access issues. Wol motioned to grant
abatement and change value of property to between $3,500.00 and $4,000.00. Motion seconded
by Lincourt. All in favor. Motion carries. Sixth application reviewed was for 876 State Road.
Owner did not apply for property value to be abated, but for board to abate $250.00 penalty
assessed because owner did not file income and expense form for FY22. Lincourt said that owner



had only filed income and expense form in FY14, but no other current years. No reason to abate.
Betti made motion to deny abatement. Motion seconded by Wol. All in favor. Motion carries.

Review one (1) open ATB case.

Lincourt told the board that there is one open case with the appellate tax board from Fiscal Year
2020. Lincourt was made aware of the hearing in the spring of 2021 after the previous assessor
had already left. Previous assessor had no knowledge of the filing. Hearing has been delayed,
but a status conference is now scheduled for April 12, 2022. Lincourt said that the city’s
attorney is encouraging the board to negotiate a settlement with the appellant, as it would be
costly to the city to hire an independent appraiser to appraise this property to determine value.
Lincourt said she is also apt to settle, as this is a two-year old issue. Appellant has also recently
filed an abatement for Fiscal Year 2022. Lincourt told members that they should think about
what they would want to do in terms of a settlement. Lincourt then said that she will schedule an
Executive Session just prior to next board meeting so board can actively discuss and vote on
settlement as well as appellant’s newly filed abatement application. Lincourt provided board
members with copies of appellant’s existing appraisal for property, as well as assessor’s field
card for property for their review.

Adjourn.

Motion to adjourn made by Lincourt. Motion seconded by Wol. All in favor. Motion carries.
Meeting adjourned at 5:36 pm.

Re5

Assessor and Secretary


